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Proposal to Host HCP2009 in Australia

The Australian HEP groups in Melbourne and Sydney wish to be considered to host the HCP2009 Symposium.

As active participants in the ATLAS experiment, this symposium would be very timely. We consider such an opportunity as being very important for our program and we would make every effort to be successful.

At this stage we have not fixed upon a single venue. The following two venues are offered with quite different strengths for consideration. Typical accommodation prices are indicated in each. We would envisage a registration fee for a five day event, and 120+ delegates of approximately USD$500. 

1. Cairns, North Queensland 

With the usual date of the symposium being during Australia’s winter we believe that the most attractive option for a venue is in Northern Australia, specifically Queensland. 

Preferred date: June-July, 2009

http://www.tropicalaustralia.com.au
For example: http://www.cairnsconvention.com.au 
· Tropical North of Australia

· Best time: June-July

· Close to Great Barrier Reef and Tropical Rainforest

· Large Convention Centre, or other smaller venues available.

· It has the fifth busiest international airport in Australia and airlines servicing it directly include Qantas, Australian Airlines (a new budget airline with many flights each week from Asia), Cathay Pacific, Continental Airlines, Japan Airlines and Air New Zealand. Additional carriers service Cairns via Sydney/Brisbane.

· Typical 3 to 4 star hotels, AUD$120 - $165 per night  (US$90 – US$130)
· Day Excursions

· Rainforest Visit: eg http://www.cairnsvisitorcentre.com/rainforest_tours/wilderness_challenge.htm 
· Snorkeling - Great Barrier Reef: eg http://www.cairnsvisitorcentre.com/great_barrier_reef/seaquest_snorkelling.htm
2. Melbourne.

HCP2009 could also be held in Melbourne, which has many attractions for hosting such an event. The best time of the year would be October - April. (However, high season for international flights is December-January, so these months should probably be avoided)

Preferred date: November 2009.

http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au ; http://www.thatsmelbourne.com.au 
· University (outside teaching periods) or hired convention facilities are available.

· Excellent restaurants, cafes.

http://www.melbournerestaurants.com.au/ 
· Many attractions close by for excursions. 

· Wine Tours in Yarra Valley or Mornington Peninsula

http://www.visityarravalley.com.au 

· Healsville Sanctuary (Kangaroos, koala bears, platypus, emus)

http://www.zoo.org.au/ 
· Visit ocean beaches, Phillip Island (“Penguin parade”)

http://www.phillipisland.net.au/penguinparade.html 
· Cultural events and venues in the city. Large range of possibilities for companion program program.

· Victoria market

http://www.qvm.com.au 
· Art Galleries, Museums, Theatre, Botanic Gardens, Melbourne Zoo

· Shopping Tours

Accommodation: AUD$120 - AUD$200+ typical (US$90 - $190+)

(In November, out of teaching semester Student College accommodation is available for AUD$60 per night)

Melbourne is well served to Asia, North America and Europe (via Asia), with many flights daily.



We will be seeking support from:

The University of Melbourne

The University of Sydney

The University of Adelaide

The University of Queensland

The Australian Academy of Science

Commonwealth Department of Education, Science and Training

Various State Governments

Brief Background to Accompany Australian Proposal to Host HCP2009
Australia has a small but active HEP program centred at the Universities of Melbourne and Sydney. Additionally there are active theorists and an astro-particle experiment group

The accelerator based HEP program consists of the ATLAS and Belle.

Within these experiments our hardware experience and responsibility is in silicon detectors. At Belle we have built SVD ladders for 4 generations of that detector. In ATLAS we participate in the SCT.

We have a strong analysis program, especially in Belle, with an increasing focus on ATLAS in preparation for first data in 2007. 

We are actively developing the LCG GRID in Australia, and are building an ATLAS Tier-2 facility for data analysis. Experience in getting the Belle monte carlo onto GRID has been important in this endeavour.

Australia is in the process of building a 3GeV light source in Melbourne. 

With a strong history in radio and optical astronomy, and now a broad program of astrophysics, the connection between HEP and cosmology and particle astrophysics is of growing important in this country.

We look forward to a period of discovery in the LHC era and would take very seriously the organising of HCP2009 if given that option.

Australian HEP and related groups:

Melbourne:
Experimental Group ( http://epp.ph.unimelb.edu.au ) :

3 staff, 4 post-docs, 1 emeritus; 15 students.

Participating in ATLAS, Belle and GRID developments

Theory ( http://www.ph.unimelb.edu.au/theory ) :
4 staff, 1 post-doc, 1 emeritus, 15 students

Areas: neutrino physics, B-physics, Beyond the Standard Model, extra-dimensions, …

Sydney:

Experimental Group ( http://www.physics.usyd.edu.au/hienergy ) :
1 staff, 1 post-doc, 2 emeritus, 6 students

Participating in ATLAS, Belle and GRID developments

Adelaide:

Astro-Particle Group ( http://www.physics.adelaide.edu.au/astrophysics ) :
3 staff, 5 post-docs, 1 emeritus, 15 students

Participating in Pierre Auger Observatory (Argentina) and Cangaroo Gamma Ray Telescope (South Australia)

Centre for Sub-atomic Structure of Matter ( http://www.physics.adelaide.edu.au/cssm )
6 staff, 4 post-docs, 1 emeritus, 10 students

Lattice QCD
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